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EPA Home  Air and Radiation Clean Air Act

History of the Clean Air Act

* Introduction

# Clean Air Act of 1970

* Clean Air Act Amendments of 1977
-

-

Introduction

The legal authority for federal programs regarding air pollution control is based on the 1990

Clean Air Act Amendments (1990 CAAA). These are the latest in a series of amendments made

to the Clean Air Act (CAA). This legislation modified and extended federal legal authority

provided by the earlier Clean Air Acts of 1963 and 1570, Sk

The Air Pollution Control Act of 1955 was the first federal legislation involving air pollution. This
Act provided funds for federal research in air pollution. The Clean Air Act of 1963 was the first
federal legislation regarding air pollution control. It established a federal program within the U.S.
T7A)A  Public Health Service and authorized research into techniques for meonitoring and controlling air
AREER  pollution, In 1967, the Air Quality Act was enacted in order to expand federal government
activities. In accordance with this law, enforcement proceedings were initiated in areas subject to
interstate air pollution transport. As part of these proceedings, the federal government for the

YAX—EDHIE (1970) ETRIE (1977)

Clean Air Act of 1970

i
The ene@t;r%ent of the Clean Air Act of 1970 (1970 CAA) resulted in a major shift in the federal
government's role in air pollution control. This legislation authorized the development of
comprehensive federal and state regulations to limit emissions from both stationary (industrial)
sources and mobile sources. Four major regulatory programs affecting stationary sources were
initiated: the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS, pronounced "knacks"), State
Implementation Plans (SIPs), New Source Performance Standards (NSPS), and National Emission
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPs). Furthermore, the enforcement authority was
substantially expanded. The adoption of this very important legislation occurred at approximately
the same time as the National Environmental Policy Act that established the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). The EPA was created on December 2, 1970 in order to implement the
various requirements included in these Acts.

Clean Air Act Amendl%&gnts of 1977

Major amendments were added to the Clean Air Act in 1977 (1977 CAAA)., The 1977
Amendments primarily concerned provisions for the Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD)
of air quality in areas attaining the NAAQS. The 1977 CAAA also contained requirements

BT3 pertaining to sources in non-attainment areas for NAAQS. A non-attainment area is a geographic
area that does not meet one or more of the federal air quality standards. Both of these 1977
CAAA established major permit review requirements to ensure attainment and maintenance of

first time conducted extensive ambient monitoring studies and stationary source inspections., the NAAQS.
The Air Quality Act of 1967 also authorized expanded studies of air pollutant emission
inventories, ambient monitoring techniques, and control techniques.
http://epa.gov/air/caal/caa_history.html Yoshikazu SUZUKI http://epa.gov/air/caal/caa_history.html Yoshikazu SUZUKI
Milestones National Ambient Air Quality Standards

Clean Air Act 1970

+ Authorized the establishment of National Ambient Air Quality Standards

« Established requirements for State Implementation Plans to achieve the National Ambient Air
Quality Standards

« Authorized the establishment of New Source Performance Standards for new and modified
stationary sources

+ Authorized the establishment of National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants

* Increased enforcement authority

+ Authorized requirements for control of motor vehicle emissions

1977 Amendments to the Clean Air Act of 1970

« Authorized provisions related to the Prevention of Significant Deterioration

 Authorized provisions relating to areas which are non-attainment with respect to the National
Ambient Air Quality Standards

1990 Amendments to the Clean Air Act of 1970

+ Authorized programs for Acid Deposition Control

» Authorized a program to control 189 toxic pollutants, including those previously regulated by
the National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants

+ Established permit program requirements

» Expanded and modified provisions concerning the attainment of National Ambient Air Quality
Standards

» Expanded and modified enforcement authority

+ Established a program to phase out the use of chemicals that deplete the ozone layer.

http://epa.gov/air/caal/caa_history.html Yoshikazu SUZUKI

The standards are listed in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 50.

Pollutant. Type . Standard .Averaqing 'I'ima"’i Regulatory Citation
| I | i 4

.502 :Prlmary .0_14 ppm (365 pg,rm"} .24-hour i40 CFR 50.4(b)

S0, |Primary 0.030 ppm (80 pg/m?) |annual ;40 CFR 50.4(a)

so, | Secondary 0.5 ppm (1,300 pg/m?) | 3-hour :40 CFR 50.5(a)

PM,,  |Primary and Secondary | 150 ug/m? 24-hour 240 CFR 50.6(a)

PM, .  |Primary and Secondary 35 pg/m 24-hour %40 CFR 50.7(a)

PM, ;Pn'mary and Secondary: 15 pg/m? annual g4u CFR 50.7(a)

co | Primary |35 ppm (40 mg/n’) 1-hour 240 CFR 50.8(a)(2)

co |Primary 9 ppm (10 mg/m?) 8-hour 140 CFR 50.8(a)(1)

03 .Priman_.r and Secondary|0.12 ppm (235 pg/m?®) | 1-hour® __40 CFR 50.9(a)

o, Primary and Secondary | 0.075 ppm (150 pg/m?); 8-hour 40 CFR 50.10{a)

NCJ2 'Primar)r and Secondary'.D_OSB ppm (100 pg.fm’}.annual 40 CFR 50.11(a) and (b)
Pb Primary and Secondary 0.15 pg/m?® Roliing 3 months |40 CFR 50.12

~a Each standard has its own criteria for how many times it may be exceeded, in some cases using a three year average.
b As of June 15, 2005, the 1-hour ozone standard no longer applies to areas designated with respect to the 8-hour ozone
standard (which includes most of the United States, except for

portions of 10 states).

Source: USEPA (http://epa.gov/air/criteria.html)
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Counties Designated "Nonattainment"

Clean Air Act's Hational Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS

[ County Designated Monattainment for 3 MAAQS Pollutants
[ County Designated Nonattainment for 2 NAAQS Pollutants
B County Designated Nonattainment for 1 NAAQS Pollutant
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